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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on November 15, 2001 . Claims 
1-18 are pending. Claims 1-18 represent an integration messaging system. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Saulpaugh et aL U.S. Patent No. 5,590,334. 

As per claim 1, Saulpaugh teaches a messaging system comprising: 

a means for interfacing two or more parties to the messaging system (see c. 5, II. 

51-63; Saulpaugh discloses facilitating communication between clients and server in a 

message passing system); 

a means for creating a customized business transaction comprising a plurality of 

data fields including an associated plurality of values, wherein a set of the plurality of 

values is associated with a set of tasks (see c. 5, 1. 64 to c. 6, 1. 23 and c. 6, II. 40-63; 

Saulpaugh discloses creating data structures in a database with data fields and data 

values); and 

a means for processing the customized business transaction according to the set 
of tasks associated with the set of the plurality of values, wherein when one of the set of 
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the plurality of values changes the processing means processes a one of the set of 
tasks corresponding to the one of the set of the plurality of values (see . 5, 1. 64 to c. 6, 1. 
23 and c. 8, II. 35-59; Saulpaugh discloses creating data structures in a database with 
data fields and values, and extracting and modifying values from message objects 
according to requests). 

As per claim 2, Saulpaugh teaches the messaging system of claim 1 wherein the 
means for interfacing comprises: 

two or more communication channels (see c. 5, II. 51-63; Saulpaugh discloses an 
database with input and output coupled to a bus); and 

an interface database connected to the two or more communication channels to 
interface the two or more parties to the messaging system (see c. 5, II. 51-63; 
Saulpaugh discloses an database with input and output coupled to a bus). 

As per claim 3, Saulpaugh teaches the messaging system of claim 1 wherein the 
means for creating a customized business transaction comprises: 

a means for associating a set of data fields from a plurality of data fields with the 
customized business transaction (see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses message 
objects are associated with tasks) ;and 

a means for associating a set of values from a plurality of values with the set of 
data fields, wherein a subset of the set of values is associated with the set of tasks (see 
c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses message objects are associated with tasks). 

As per claim 4, Saulpaugh teaches the integration messaging system of claim 1, 
wherein the means for processing the customized business transaction comprises: 
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a means for continuously searching the set of the plurality of values to determine 
when one of the set of the plurality of values changes (see c. 9, II. 13-23; Saulpaugh 
discloses carrying out operations to process transactions); and 

a means for processing one of the set of tasks corresponding to the one of the 
set of the plurality of values that changed (see c. 9, II. 13-23; Saulpaugh discloses 
carrying out operations to process transactions). 

As per claim 5, Saulpaugh teaches the integration messaging system of claim 1 
wherein the means for creating a customized business transaction further comprises: 

at least one transaction table including a plurality of transaction data fields and a 
plurality of transaction values and one of the two or more parties inserts a set of 
transaction data fields from the plurality of transaction data fields and associates a set 
of transaction values from the plurality of transaction values to the set of transaction 
data fields to create the customized business transaction (see c. 5, II. 51-63 and c. 6, II. 
41-64; Saulpaugh discloses a database and message passing using data fields 
associated with message objects); 

at least one message including a plurality of messaging data fields and a plurality 
of messaging values and one of the two or more parties inserts a set of messaging data 
fields from the plurality of messaging data fields and associates a set of messaging 
values from the plurality of messaging values to the set of messaging data fields, 
wherein the at least one message is associated with the customized business 
transaction (see c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh discloses message passing using data fields 
associated with message objects); and 
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a means for associating a subset of the set of tasks to a subset of the set of 
messaging values (see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses message objects are 
associated with tasks). 

As per claim 6, Saulpaugh teaches the messaging system of claim 5, further 
comprising: 

a means for appending two or more messages to the customized business 
transaction, wherein a designator is assigned to the customized business transaction 
and to the two or more messages to associate the two or more messages with the 
customized business transaction (see c. 6, II. 24-39; Saulpaugh discloses receiving 
messages from tasks). 

As per claim 7, Saulpaugh teaches an integration messaging system for creating 
and processing a customized business transaction, the system comprising: 

an interface database including two or more channels for accessing the 
integration messaging system (see c. 5, II. 51-63; Saulpaugh discloses an database 
with input and output coupled to a bus); 

a global link hub comprising a plurality of tables having a plurality of data fields 
corresponding to a plurality of transaction parameters and a plurality of values, wherein 
a set of values from the plurality of values is associated with a set of data fields from the 
plurality of data fields to create the customized business transaction (see c. 6, II. 40-63; 
Saulpaugh discloses an object management unit with data fields and data); 

a process table including a core process and a plurality of processes, wherein a 
set of the plurality of processes corresponds to a subset of the set of values (see c. 5, 1. 
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64 to c. 6, 1. 23; Saulpaugh discloses a database and a plurality of tasks associated with 
message objects in database); and 

a processing means to execute the core process to monitor the subset of the set 
of values and to execute one of the set of the plurality of process corresponding to one 
of the subset of the set of values when the one of the subset of the set of values 
changes (see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses each message object represents 
behavior of a resource). 

As per claim 8, Saulpaugh teaches the integration messaging system of claim 7 
wherein the global link hub comprises: 

one or more transaction tables including a plurality of transaction values 
associated with a plurality of transaction data fields for creating the customized 
business transaction (see c. 5, II. 51-63 and c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh discloses a 
database and message passing using data fields associated with message objects); 

one or more messages associated with the customized business transaction, the 
one or more messages including a plurality of messaging values associated with a 
plurality of messaging data fields and the set of the plurality of processes is associated 
with a set of the plurality of messaging values (see c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh discloses 
message passing using data fields associated with message objects). 

As per claim 9, Saulpaugh teaches the integration messaging system of claim 8 
further comprising: 

a means for assigning a designator to the customized business transaction and 
to the one or more messages to associate the one or more messages with the 
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customized business transaction (see c. 6, II. 24-39; Saulpaugh discloses receiving 
messages from tasks). 

As per claim 10, Saulpaugh teaches a customized business transaction 
comprising: 

one or more transaction tables including a plurality of transaction values 
associated with a plurality of transaction data fields for creating a customized business 
transaction (see c. 5, II. 51-63 and c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh discloses a database and 
message passing using data fields associated with message objects); 

a message including a plurality of messaging values associated with a plurality of 
messaging data fields and a set of processes associated with a set of the plurality of 
messaging values to create the message to associate with the customized business 
transaction for sending and receiving a response (see c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh 
discloses message passing using data fields associated with message objects). 

As per claim 1 1 , Saulpaugh teaches the customized business transaction of 
claim 10 further comprising: 

two or more new messages appended to the customized business transaction for 
sending and receiving two or more responses (see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses 
sending and receiving messages according to client tasks); and 

a means for assigning a transaction number to the customized business 
transaction and to the two or more new messages to associate the two or more new 
messages with the customized business transaction (see c. 6, II. 40-63; Saulpaugh 
discloses generating a unique message id and associating messages with tasks). 
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As per claim 12, Saulpaugh teaches a method for implementing the customized 
business transaction of claim 10, the method comprising: 

a process table including a core process and the set of processes corresponding 
to the set of the plurality of messaging values (see c. 5, 1. 64 to c. 6, 1. 23; Saulpaugh 
discloses a database and a plurality of tasks associated with message objects in 
database); and 

a processing means to execute the core process to monitor the set of the 
plurality of messaging values associated with the set of processes and to execute one 
or more of the set of process corresponding to one or more the set of the plurality of 
messaging values when the one or more of the set of messaging values changes (see 
c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses each message object represents behavior of a 
resource). 

As per claim 13, Saulpaugh teaches an integration messaging system for 
completing a transaction between an originator and one or more subscribers, 
comprising: 

an interface to interconnect the originator and the one or more subscribers to the 
integration messaging system via a plurality of communication channels (c. 5, 1. 64 to c. 
6, 1. 23; Saulpaugh discloses a communication interface between clients and the 
message passing unit via I/O on the system bus); 

a global link hub comprising: 

a propagation system comprising a plurality of transaction tables, the 

plurality of transaction tables having a plurality of transaction data fields and a 
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plurality of transaction values wherein the originator inserts a set of transaction 
data fields from the plurality of data fields and a set of transaction values from the 
plurality of transaction values (see c. 5, II. 51-63 and c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh 
discloses a database and message passing using data fields associated with 
message objects); and 

a messaging system comprising a plurality of messaging tables, the 
plurality of messaging tables having a plurality of messaging data fields and a 
plurality of messaging values wherein the originator or the one or more 
subscribers inserts a set of messaging data fields from the plurality of data fields 
and a set of messaging values from the plurality of messaging values for sending 
one or more messages (see c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh discloses message 
passing using data fields associated with message objects); 
a process database comprising a core process and a plurality of processes 

associated with a subset of the set of propagation values and a subset of the set of 

messaging values (see c. 5, I. 64 to c. 6, 1. 23; Saulpaugh discloses a database and a 

plurality of tasks associated with message objects in database); 

a processing means to execute the core process and to execute the plurality of 

processes (see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses each message object represents 

behavior of a resource); 

a plurality of initiators associated with the subset of the set of propagation values 

and the subset of the set of messaging values, wherein when the originator or one of 

the one or more subscribers changes one of the subset of the set of propagation values 
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or one of the subset of the set of messaging values one of the plurality of initiators 
corresponding to the one of the subset of the set of propagation values or the subset of 
the set of messaging values initiates the core process to execute a one of the plurality 
of processes corresponding to the one of the subset of the set of propagation values or 
the subset of the set of messaging values that changed (see c. 6, II. 40-63; Saulpaugh 
discloses a reference constant specifying the state of a message object and changeable 
data fields within each object). 

As per claim 14, Saulpaugh teaches a method of transacting electronically using 
an integration messaging system, the method comprising: 

accessing the integration messaging system via one of a plurality of channels 
(see c. 5, II. 51-63; Saulpaugh discloses facilitating communication between clients and 
server in a message passing system); 

creating a customized business transaction having a plurality of values 
associated with a plurality of data fields wherein a set of the plurality of values are 
associated with a set of processes (see c. 5, I. 64 to c. 6, 1. 23 and c. 6, II. 40-63; 
Saulpaugh discloses creating data structures in a database with data fields and data 
values); 

processing the customized business transaction according to the set of 
processes, wherein when one or more of the set of the plurality of values changes a 
corresponding one or more of the set of processes is executed (see . 5, 1. 64 to c. 6, 1. 
23 and c. 8, II. 35-59; Saulpaugh discloses creating data structures in a database with 



Application/Control Number: 09/991 ,156 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2157 

data fields and values, and extracting and modifying values from message objects 
according to requests). 

As per claim 15, Saulpaugh teaches the method of claim 14, wherein accessing 
the integration messaging system comprises: 

connecting to an interface database within the messaging system via a common 
protocol (see c. 5, II. 51-63; Saulpaugh discloses an database with input and output 
coupled to a bus). 

As per claim 16, Saulpaugh teaches the method of claim 14, wherein creating a 
customized business transaction comprises: 

creating a transaction table comprising a set of transaction values associated 
with a set of transaction data fields (see c. 5, II. 51-63 and c. 6, II. 41-64; Saulpaugh 
discloses a database and message passing using data fields associated with message 
objects); and 

creating one or more messages comprising a set of messaging values 
associated with a set of messaging data fields wherein a subset of the set of messaging 
values are associated with the set of processes (see c. 5, I. 64 to c. 6, I. 23 and c. 6, II. 
40-63; Saulpaugh discloses creating data structures in a database with data fields and 
data values). 

As per claim 17, Saulpaugh teaches the method of claim 14, wherein processing 
the customized business transaction comprises: 
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inserting or changing a data in one or more of the set of the plurality of values 
(see c. 9, II. 13-23; Saulpaugh discloses carrying out operations to process 
transactions); 

searching the customized business transaction for a change in one or more of 
the set of the plurality of values; and processing one or more of the set of processes 
corresponding to the one or more of the set of the plurality of values in which the data 
was inserted or changed (see c. 9, II. 13-23; Saulpaugh discloses carrying out 
operations to process transactions). 

As per claim 18, Saulpaugh teaches a method of creating a customized 
transaction using an integration messaging system comprising two or more tables 
having a plurality of data fields and a plurality of values and a set of tasks, the method 
comprising: 

accessing the integration messaging system (see c. 5, II. 51-63; Saulpaugh 
discloses facilitating communication between clients and servers in the message 
passing system); 

inserting a set of data fields from the plurality of data fields into at least one of the 
two or more tables (see c. 5, 1. 63 to c. 6, 1. 23; Saulpaugh discloses a database and 
creating data structures in the database); 

associating a set of values from the plurality of values with the set of data fields 
wherein a subset of the set of values are associated with a subset of the set of tasks 
(see c. 6, II. 1-23; Saulpaugh discloses associating message objects with tasks) and 
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associating at least one subscriber to the customized transaction, wherein when 
the customized transaction is processed the subscriber accesses the customized 
transaction using the integration messaging system (see c. 6, II. 40-64; Saulpaugh 
discloses specifying a client with the message object). 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ciara Martin whose telephone number is 571-272-7507. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30 - 4:00 with second Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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